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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Richard Barnbrook AM. 
 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the relevant Assembly Members’ membership of Functional Bodies and 
London Borough Councils, as set out in Item 2 on the agenda, be noted and 
recorded as personal interests;  

 
(b)  That Richard Barnes AM’s declaration of a personal interest in the motion 

regarding the Still Human Still Here campaign, set out at Item 7, arising from 
his position as Chair of the London Strategic Migration Partnership and his 
membership of the Mayor’s Migrant and Refugee Advisory Panel, be 
additionally noted; 

 
(c)  That Mike Tuffrey AM’s declaration of a personal interest in the motion 

regarding the Still Human Still Here campaign, set out at Item 7, arising from 
his membership of Amnesty International UK, one of the organisations behind 
the campaign, be additionally noted; 

 
(d)  That Roger Evans AM’s declaration of a personal interest in the motion 

regarding child trafficking, set out at Item 7, arising from his position as the 
Mayor’s representative on the Board of the Trust for London, be additionally 
noted; and 

 
(e)  That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out on the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted.  
 
 

3.   Question and Answer Session: Housing in London (Item 3) 

 

3.1 The Assembly put questions to Richard Blakeway (Mayoral Adviser on Housing) and David 

Lunts (London Regional Director, Homes and Communities Agency) on housing in London. 

The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 

1.  

 

3.2 At the end of the question and answer session, the Chair formally moved the motion set out 
on the agenda, namely:  

 
“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

3.3 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
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4.   Petitions (Item 4) 

 

4.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

4.2 Valerie Shawcross AM presented a petition with the following prayer:  

 
‚We the undersigned request that the left exit ‘slip road’ by the Southwark War Memorial in 
Borough High Street is not reopened once the utilities upgrade roadworks are completed. 
Rather, we request that it is converted into a pedestrianised area, as crossing the road at this 
junction is extremely hazardous.‛ 

 

4.3 Resolved:  

 

That the petition be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of Transport for 

London, for response. 
 
4.4 Jennette Arnold AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 
 

‚To Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London 
 
We the undersigned ask that you and the Greater London Authority show your support for the 
residents of the four London residential estates of Cumberland Market, Lee Green, Millbank 
and Victoria Park in their opposition to the proposed sell off of our homes by the Crown 
Estate. 

  
We are concerned that the sell off will break up our communities and permanently deprive 
London of 1500 affordable rented homes available for key service and health care workers 
which London can ill afford to lose." 

 

4.5 Resolved:  

 

That the petition be referred to the Mayor for response. 
 
 

5.   Petitions Update (Item 5) 

 

5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

5.2 Resolved:  

 

That the response received to a petition presented at a recent Assembly meeting be 

noted.   
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6.   Review of London TravelWatch (Item 6) 

 
6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
6.2 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the report: Review of London TravelWatch, as set out at Appendix 1 to the 
report, be agreed;  

 
(b) That it be agreed to delegate responsibility to the Transport Committee to 

oversee the implementation of the proposals in the Review of London 
TravelWatch taking into account the issues in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.18 of the 
report; 

 
(c) That it be agreed that the Chair of the Assembly writes to the appropriate 

Secretary of State proposing that the necessary changes in legislation be made 
to take forward the proposal in paragraph 4.1 of the report; and 

 
(d) That it be agreed that the Chair of the Assembly asks the Mayor to instruct 

relevant officers to identify space within City Hall to enable staff of London 
TravelWatch to be relocated to realise the savings identified and take forward 
the proposal in paragraph 4.7 of the report. 

 
 

7.   Motions (Item 7) 

 
7.1 Jenny Jones AM proposed and Nicky Gavron AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly notes research by London Councils showing that the Government’s proposed 
changes to housing benefit could cause 82,000 poorer households in the capital to be forced 
to leave their homes, leading to displacement of families and increased overcrowding and 
homelessness. The Assembly notes concerns expressed and mitigation measures proposed 
from across the political spectrum, and notes that Londoners’ fears are being compounded by 
uncertainty about the changes that will eventually be made. 
 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to urgently convene a meeting with government ministers to 
identify the most feasible options to protect Londoners from those impacts, and to announce 
a resolution with government as soon as possible.‛ 

 
7.2 Steve O’Connell AM proposed and James Cleverly AM seconded the following amendment to 

the motion: 
 

Delete: ‚This Assembly notes research by London Councils showing that the government’s 
proposed changes to housing benefit could cause 82,000 poorer households in the capital to 
be forced to leave their homes, leading to displacement of families and increased 
overcrowding and homelessness."  
 
Replace with: ‚This Assembly notes a joint statement from the Mayor and London Councils 
that estimates that around 6,462 household are likely to move because of housing benefit 
changes.‛ 
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Delete: ‚The Assembly notes concerns expressed and mitigation measures proposed from 
across the political spectrum, and notes that Londoners’ fears are being compounded by 
uncertainty about the changes that will eventually be made.‛ 
  
Replace with: ‚The Assembly expresses concern that the Government’s changes to housing 
benefit will have a disproportionate impact upon Londoners compared to the other parts of 
the country.‛ 
 
Insert: ‚This Assembly welcomes the Mayor’s proposed transitional arrangement for housing 
benefit which would cushion the impact on Londoners, and calls on the Government to 
implement the arrangements.‛ 
  
In final sentence, delete: "to identify the most feasible options"  
 
Replace with: ‚to further lobby for his transitional arrangements for housing benefit to be 
implemented.‛ 

 
7.3 Following debate, during which suggested revisions to the amendment were made, the Chair, 

at 11.12am, adjourned the meeting for 5 minutes to enable a revised amendment to be 
produced. The meeting reconvened at 11.17am. 

 
7.4 Steve O’Connell AM proposed, with the support of James Cleverly AM as seconder and with 

the consent of the meeting given without debate, a revised amendment, as follows: 
 
After: ‚This Assembly notes research by London Councils showing that the government’s 
proposed changes to housing benefit could cause 82,000 poorer households in the capital to 
be forced to leave their homes, leading to displacement of families and increased 
overcrowding and homelessness."  
 
Add: ‚This Assembly notes a joint statement from the Mayor and London Councils that 
estimates that around 6,462 household are likely to move because of housing benefit 
changes.‛ 
 
After: ‚The Assembly notes concerns expressed and mitigation measures proposed from across 
the political spectrum, and notes that Londoners’ fears are being compounded by uncertainty 
about the changes that will eventually be made.‛ 
  
Add: ‚This Assembly welcomes the Mayor’s proposed transitional arrangement for housing 
benefit which would cushion the impact on Londoners, and calls on the Government to 
implement the arrangements.‛ 

 
7.5 Upon being put to the vote, the amendment, as revised, was agreed (by 15 votes in favour 

and no votes against). 
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7.6 Upon a further vote, the motion as amended, namely: 
 

“This Assembly notes research by London Councils showing that the Government’s 
proposed changes to housing benefit could cause 82,000 poorer households in the 
capital to be forced to leave their homes, leading to displacement of families and 
increased overcrowding and homelessness. This Assembly notes a joint statement 
from the Mayor and London Councils that estimates that around 6,462 households 
are likely to move because of the housing benefit changes. The Assembly notes 
concerns expressed and mitigation measures proposed from across the political 
spectrum, and notes that Londoners’ fears are being compounded by uncertainty 
about the changes that will eventually be made.  
 
This Assembly welcomes the Mayor’s proposed transitional arrangements for 
housing benefit which would cushion the impact on Londoners, and calls on the 
Government to implement the arrangements. This Assembly calls on the Mayor to 
urgently convene a meeting with government ministers to identify the most feasible 
options to protect Londoners from those impacts, and to announce a resolution with 
government as soon as possible.” 
 
was agreed unanimously. 
 

7.7 Valerie Shawcross AM proposed and Caroline Pidgeon AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚The London Assembly is opposed to Transport for London’s proposals to shed up to 800 
ticket office and gateline jobs on London Underground. The number of stations which will be 
staffed by only one person working alone for some time will increase. Ticket machines alone 
are no replacement for the presence of trained Underground staff and the over reliance on 
ticket machines will disproportionately impact on those passengers who have a disability. This 
Assembly believes that passengers will feel less safe on poorly staffed stations particularly at 
early mornings and in late evenings.  

 
This Assembly urges Transport for London and its Chair, Mayor Boris Johnson, to review this 
decision and re-affirm reasonable and safe staffing levels right across the London 
Underground network to ensure passengers continue to receive excellent service from London 
Underground.‛ 
 

7.8 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

“The London Assembly is opposed to Transport for London’s proposals to shed up to 
800 ticket office and gateline jobs on London Underground. The number of stations 
which will be staffed by only one person working alone for some time will increase. 
Ticket machines alone are no replacement for the presence of trained Underground 
staff and the over reliance on ticket machines will disproportionately impact on 
those passengers who have a disability. This Assembly believes that passengers will 
feel less safe on poorly staffed stations particularly at early mornings and in late 
evenings.  

 
This Assembly urges Transport for London and its Chair, Mayor Boris Johnson, to 
review this decision and re-affirm reasonable and safe staffing levels right across the 
London Underground network to ensure passengers continue to receive excellent 
service from London Underground.” 
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was agreed (by 13 votes in favour and 9 votes against). 
 

7.9 Andrew Boff AM proposed and Murad Qureshi AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚The Assembly deplores the recent decision of the Crown Estate Board to agree to a sale of its 
four housing estates in Cumberland Market, Victoria Park, Millbank and Lee Green. The 
Assembly notes that this sale has been vigorously opposed by local residents, with the support 
of the Mayor of London and local councillors, Assembly Members and MPs from all main 
political parties. The Assembly is deeply concerned regarding the consequences of such a sale 
for current residents and for the future provision of key worker housing in London, and has 
been dissatisfied with assurances given by the Board to date. The Assembly further deplores 
the Board’s secretive approach to this sale and the lack of openness, transparency and 
information that has been provided. 

The Assembly strongly feels that the Crown Estate Board is making a grave error of judgement 
in proceeding with the sale, both for London and for its own long term finances. The Assembly 
therefore urges the Crown Estate Board to urgently reconsider its decision and requests that 
the Mayor intervenes to oppose the Board’s decision.‛ 

7.10 The Assembly noted that, since this motion had been submitted, the Crown Estate had 
announced that it had chosen the Peabody Trust as the prospective purchaser of Cumberland 
Market in Camden, Millbank in Westminster, Victoria Park in Hackney and Tower Hamlets, and 
Lee Green in Lewisham. 

7.11 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 
“The Assembly deplores the recent decision of the Crown Estate Board to agree to a 
sale of its four housing estates in Cumberland Market, Victoria Park, Millbank and 
Lee Green. The Assembly notes that this sale has been vigorously opposed by local 
residents, with the support of the Mayor of London and local councillors, Assembly 
Members and MPs from all main political parties. The Assembly is deeply concerned 
regarding the consequences of such a sale for current residents and for the future 
provision of key worker housing in London, and has been dissatisfied with 
assurances given by the Board to date. The Assembly further deplores the Board’s 
secretive approach to this sale and the lack of openness, transparency and 
information that has been provided. 

The Assembly strongly feels that the Crown Estate Board is making a grave error of 
judgement in proceeding with the sale, both for London and for its own long term 
finances. The Assembly therefore urges the Crown Estate Board to urgently 
reconsider its decision and requests that the Mayor intervenes to oppose the 
Board’s decision.” 

was agreed unanimously. 
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7.12 Darren Johnson AM proposed and Jennette Arnold AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly supports the Still Human Still Here campaign calling for asylum seekers who 
have been waiting for more than six months for their cases to be concluded, or who have been 
refused asylum but temporarily cannot be returned home through no fault of their own, to be 
given permission to work until their cases are finally resolved. This policy would provide a 
route out of poverty for those affected, the majority of whom live in London, and reduce the 
burden on the taxpayer and the charitable sector. 
 
This Assembly resolves to make representations to the UK Government in support of this 
campaign, and calls on the Mayor to join it in making these representations, including by 
commissioning supporting evidence regarding the impact on London from GLA Economics.‛ 

 
7.13 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

“This Assembly supports the Still Human Still Here campaign calling for asylum 
seekers who have been waiting for more than six months for their cases to be 
concluded, or who have been refused asylum but temporarily cannot be returned 
home through no fault of their own, to be given permission to work until their cases 
are finally resolved. This policy would provide a route out of poverty for those 
affected, the majority of whom live in London, and reduce the burden on the 
taxpayer and the charitable sector. 
 
This Assembly resolves to make representations to the UK Government in support of 
this campaign, and calls on the Mayor to join it in making these representations, 
including by commissioning supporting evidence regarding the impact on London 
from GLA Economics.” 

 
was agreed (by 17 votes in favour and no votes against). 

 
7.14 The Chair, Dee Doocey AM, proposed and the Deputy Chair, Jennette Arnold AM, seconded 

the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly notes that Monday October 18th marked the UK Anti Slavery Day and 
expresses its support for the work that ECPAT UK (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography 
and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) is doing in London and the UK to 
promote the rights of children and the measures the organisation is taking to protect them 
from commercial and sexual exploitation and abuse. 
 
The Assembly also notes the alarming numbers of children being brought into this country as 
domestic slaves. Many are only 10 years old, yet they are put to work as unpaid childminders 
and cleaners, or made to cultivate cannabis. Many of them are forced into street crime. Others 
are used for benefit fraud and some are sexually exploited. The Assembly notes the excellent 
work being carried out by the Metropolitan Police Service and their Paladin team and pledges 
its full support to all efforts and resources being used in London to tackle this growing 
problem." 
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7.15 Upon being to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

“This Assembly notes that Monday October 18th marked the UK Anti Slavery Day 
and expresses its support for the work that ECPAT UK (End Child Prostitution, Child 
Pornography and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes) is doing in London 
and the UK to promote the rights of children and the measures the organisation is 
taking to protect them from commercial and sexual exploitation and abuse. 
 
The Assembly also notes the alarming numbers of children being brought into this 
country as domestic slaves. Many are only 10 years old, yet they are put to work as 
unpaid childminders and cleaners, or made to cultivate cannabis. Many of them are 
forced into street crime. Others are used for benefit fraud and some are sexually 
exploited. The Assembly notes the excellent work being carried out by the 
Metropolitan Police Service and their Paladin team and pledges its full support to all 
efforts and resources being used in London to tackle this growing problem." 

 
was agreed unanimously. 
 

7.16 During the course of the discussion on this item, at 12.30pm the Chair proposed, and it was 

agreed, in accordance with Standing Order 2.9A, that the meeting be extended in order to 

allow the consideration of the remaining business on the agenda. 

 
 

8.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 8) 

 
8.1 It was noted that the next meeting of the London Assembly would be the Plenary meeting 

which would take place at 10.00am on 10 November 2010 in the Chamber at City Hall.  
 
 

9.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 9) 

 
9.1 There was no urgent business. 
 
 

10.   Close of Meeting (Item ) 

 
10.1 The meeting closed at 12.46pm. 
 
 
 

    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 
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